Uganda

Overview

Uganda’s large population of 33 million and rapid growth rate (3.3 per cent per year) make it one of the fastest-growing populations in the world. Population growth is responsible, in part, for the country’s deepening inequality. The country’s Population Policy was revised in 2008 and an Action Plan is being developed to slow the rapid rate of population growth.
Uganda’s Poverty Eradication Action Plan (PEAP) was evaluated in 2008. Some progress has been made towards poverty eradication, educational achievements, gender equality in primary education and HIV/AIDS prevention. Infant and maternal mortality still remain high and progress has been minimal. After the PEAP, Uganda will approve the National Development Plan 2010-2015. 
According to the 2008 Mid-Term Review of the Health Sector Strategic Plan, there have been modest achievements by the health sector. Some aspects of the Minimum Health Care Package show progress, such as antiretroviral therapy and coverage for prevention of mother-to-child transmission of HIV. Nevertheless, the sector is off-target for most of the preventive and promotion activities. Clear prioritization and organized scale-up of interventions is needed.  

The government continues to implement HIV/AIDS prevention strategies. In 2004/2005, HIV prevalence was at 6.4 per cent of those between the ages of 15 and 49. The peak of the epidemic has shifted from young people (19 to 24 years old) to older age groups (34 to 39 years old). Among youth, females are the most severely affected.
Reproductive health services remain inadequate. The proportion of deliveries taking place in health facilities increased from 20 per cent in 2003 to 42 per cent in 2006. Meanwhile, the overall contraceptive prevalence rate remains low.
The National Gender Policy has been revised and the Trafficking in Persons Bill has been passed. While efforts have been made to eradicate female genital mutilation/cutting, gender-based violence is still common. The insurgency in the northern part of the country severely depleted the nation’s resources, eroded gains from improved social spending and slowed the pace of Uganda’s progress towards poverty reduction.

