Vanuatu

Overview

Vanuatu, a collection of more than 80 islands, lies between Fiji and the Solomon Islands. Seventy seven per cent of the country’s 239,000 residents live in rural areas and have a subsistence lifestyle based on farming and fishing. However, many residents are relocating to urban areas in search of employment. Although the economy is estimated to have expanded by more than 6 per cent in 2008, growth is expected to slow in 2009 as the value of agricultural exports falls with the global economy. More than 40 per cent of the population is below age 15, and the total fertility rate of 3.9 lifetime births per woman is one of the highest in the Pacific. Vanuatu’s official languages are Bislama, English and French. There are parallel education systems in French and English.
The country has five hospitals and 25 health centres that provide integrated care. Vanuatu’s health system needs more qualified staff, especially midwives, doctors and specialists. More citizens of Vanuatu are being trained to bolster the health-care workforce. The Government is addressing past discrepancies in the distribution of health expenditures between the rural and urban areas. To improve health, Vanuatu is expanding access to clean water supplies and better sanitation in rural areas. 
With an adolescent fertility rate of 92 per 1,000 women aged 15 to 19, Vanuatu recognizes the need to increase reproductive health (RH) information and services for adolescents. A UNFPA-funded regional adolescent health and development programme has worked with schools to strengthen school-based clinics and to incorporate counseling and services. 

Vanuatu ratified CEDAW in 1995. The country has attained four of the ICPD goals and is well on its way to achieving the others. With an infant mortality rate of 28 deaths per 100,000 live births and other positive indicators, Vanuatu is also on track to reach the MDGs by 2015. UNFPA supplies RH commodities and emergency obstetric care equipment in several provinces. UNFPA supports the National Maternal Audit Committee and Family Life Education in the school curriculum.

