Yemen

Overview
Yemen is classified as one of the world’s 49 least developed countries, and nearly 42 per cent of Yemen’s population of 24 million lives below the national poverty line. The Government has developed a Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper to address economic growth, job creation, provision of basic social services, safety nets for the poor and gender equity. The strategy’s objectives are in line with the MDGs.
The country’s demographic structure compounds its developmental challenges. Approximately 44 per cent of Yemenis are younger than 15, a reflection of the country’s high population growth rate of 2.8 per cent per year. The total fertility rate is 5.1 lifetime births per woman, among the highest in the world.    

In response to a recent UN inquiry, the Government indicated that its population growth rate is too high. The 4th National Population Conference, held in December 2007, reviewed the current challenges in implementing the National Population Policy and achieving objectives in line with the ICPD Programme of Action and the MDGs. The Government made a commitment to reflect the outcomes of the conference in its programmes and plans starting from the current 3rd Five-Year Plan for Development and Poverty Reduction (2006-2010). 

Women’s rights are advancing slowly. In March 2009, the Government convened the 4th National Women’s Conference to determine the progress of the advancement of women and to identify gaps. Nevertheless, the status of Yemeni women is extremely low: the maternal mortality ratio is 430 deaths per 100,000 live births; 38 per cent of Yemeni girls and women have experienced female genital mutilation/cutting; and less than 1 per cent of Parliamentary seats are held by women. 
