Algeria

Overview

Algeria’s economic performance improved in recent years — increased prices for oil, better fiscal and monetary policies and reduced national debt have created a positive economic outlook. The country’s economic success is tempered by a labour force participation rate of just 37 per cent of those of working age (2008). Twelve per cent of the population lives below the national poverty line. Furthermore, rural-to-urban migration is straining the urban housing and health infrastructure. 
Algeria is showing significant progress toward achieving the goals and targets set by the ICPD Programme of Action and MDGs. Reproductive health indicators are improving. The infant mortality rate is now less than one half of the 1990 rate. The total fertility rate declined from 4.7 lifetime births per woman in 1990 to 2.3 in 2009, while the use of modern contraceptives rose from 43 per cent in 1992 to 52 per cent in 2006. Currently, trained medical practitioners attend 95 per cent of all births. HIV/AIDS prevalence is quite low.
Algeria’s primary school enrolment is increasing. The gender gap in primary enrolment has nearly disappeared, and at the secondary level, girls outnumber boys. Among adults, however, women are twice as likely to be illiterate as men (31 and 16 per cent in 2006, respectively). Women are much less likely than men to be employed. In 2008, only 16 per cent of women were in the paid labour force, compared with 84 per cent of men.
The law recognizes reproductive health as an essential component of basic health care and domestic violence as a public health problem. UNFPA is the main provider of IUDs and condoms and supports the training of health-care providers.

In 2004, important amendments related to age at first marriage, divorce and polygamy were made to the Algerian Family Code. These amendments were endorsed by Parliament in 2005. UNFPA supports the Algerian Ministry of Family Affairs and the Condition of Women in gender equality efforts, including the National Policy to Fight Gender-Based Violence.
