Botswana
Overview
Botswana, with an estimated population of 1.8 million in 2008, is ranked as a middle income country, yet a third of its population lives below the poverty line. The Government has intensified efforts to diversify the economy and create jobs.

HIV/AIDS prevalence is high at 17.6 per cent among the total population (aged 18 months and over). Prevalence is 25 per cent among adults aged 15 to 49, and 8 per cent among youth aged 15 to 24. The high HIV/AIDS prevalence has stalled development and reversed health gains. Life expectancy at birth has declined, from 65 years in 1991 to 55 years in 2009. Botswana’s population structure is changing, with young people making up an increasing proportion of the population. The Government, assisted by the UN and other development partners, has instituted a range of interventions including the provision of antiretroviral therapy to treat people with AIDS. Having achieved a high level of treatment for HIV/AIDS, greater focus is currently placed on HIV prevention, particularly among youth. 

Maternal and child health are improving, however, and almost all births are delivered by skilled attendants. 

The adoption of the National Population Policy was a major accomplishment. The programme’s goals include: reducing adolescent fertility and maternal mortality rates; achieving gender equality and equity; and empowering youth to make informed choices. A Women’s Affairs Department was established to mainstream gender across all sectors and to promote gender equality and equity. The Government, in partnership with UNFPA, has trained service personnel to provide better youth-friendly services and information.  

Key challenges currently facing Botswana include the relatively high maternal and infant mortality rates, gender inequality (particularly the low representation of women at executive and political levels), gender-based violence, intermittent stock outs of health commodities due to weak stock management and information systems, and the need to scale-up HIV prevention among youth and other marginalized populations.
