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UNFPA’s Emergency Response: 
On Reproductive Health: 
·  UNFPA is especially concerned about the status of pregnant women in the impacted area, who no longer have reliable access to health services.  It is estimated that there are 63,000 pregnant women in the affected area, with 7000 due to deliver in the next month. 

· Before the quake, Haiti was the most dangerous place to be a pregnant woman in the Western Hemisphere, with the lifetime risk of dying in childbirth 1 in 47. Today, with health facilities destroyed, incidence of injury and trauma on the rise and malnutrition and disease setting in, that number is likely higher.  

· During the first week after the earthquake, UNFPA Haiti was able to supply 18 clean delivery and reproductive health kits to still–standing hospitals, NGOs and field hospitals, with enough supplies to treat 150,000 women. The kits were in a warehouse in Port Au Prince that was not damaged, allowing for rapid distribution of life saving medicines, supplies and equipment for safe deliveries, to treat obstetric complications and address other reproductive health issues. To date over 200 kits have been distributed, which can cover a population of 1 million.
· UNFPA is delivering additional clean delivery kits to NGOs and hospitals in Port Au Prince. They provide the basic supplies they need to have a clean delivery. Items included are plastic sheets, razor blades, gloves and antibacterial soap. 

· UNFPA is also providing Reproductive Health kits that contain large quantities of medical supplies and pharmaceuticals to stock still-standing hospital and emergency medical centers being set up.  With the supplies provided, doctors and nurses at these facilities will be able to treat obstetric emergencies, including performing cesarean surgeries and providing blood transfusions. 
· UNFPA is also helping to safeguard the personal hygiene and health of women and girls by providing dignity kits with include items such as sanitary napkins, anti-bacterial soap, underwear, towels and washing supplies. Approximately 7000 have been distributed already and another 25,000 are in the pipeline for distribution. UNFPA is distributing the kits in partnership with the Ministry for Women. 
· UNFPA is working closely with the Ministry of Health and with UN and NGO partners on a request 10 prefab maternity clinics to help pregnant women. Their location will be determined in consultation with the Ministry of Health. These clinics will be run by a midwife and geared to help women throughout their pregnancy.
·  UNFPA is working with the Ministry of Health and its network of contacts to find out which already trained midwives have survived the earthquake and are able to return to work. This will help the country determine its national staffing needs moving forward.   
On work at the border: 

· UNFPA is also providing emergency assistance in the border town of Jimani, where more and more people are arriving everyday from Port au Prince.  Four truckloads of pharmaceuticals, medical supplies and equipment have been supplied to hospitals in or near Jimani.  Pharmaceuticals include those to treat infections, antibiotics, anti-inflammatories, anesthesia, dehydration solutions and IV fluids.
· UNFPA has providing equipment, medical supplies and transportation, to establish two medical facilities with 20 providers each.  This was done in partnership with a national NGO La Colective Mujer  Y Salud
· UNFPA is participating in two rapid assessment missions to border communities: Dajabon and Jimani, where Number of affected people at each border crossing point, which will determine the number of affected people at each border crossing point, their needs and the ability of local authorities to respond.
On Gender Based Violence: 
· UNFPA is responding to the fact that in the weeks and months ahead, Haitian women and children will become increasingly vulnerable to exploitation, trafficking and  physical and sexual abuse. UNFPA is working closely with police, health, and social services leaders to intensify its work with NGO and UN partners to maximize the protection of women and children , through the following actions: 

1. On Feb. 9, they met with the police. The police said they had trouble entering the camps to provide security. They are afraid of raising tensions of campers. They prefer to let humanitarians enter the camps to assess and document women’s problems. Right now, the camps are not organized in a way to protect women’s rights to privacy when it comes to showers and bathroom use. UNFPA has advised the police to keep patrols close to the camps, so that women and girls can report gender violence activities to them as quickly as possible. On 9/2, the police of the entire West department of Haiti, which includes Port-au-Prince, have accepted the proposal.

2. The police told UNFPA that the camps are too big and restless. They are difficult to police. Some of them have no form of security protection mechanisms for women and girls and children at all. UNFPA’s GBV program has recommended to the police that they create a special tent for women and girls to report and discuss violence issues. The police are now in the process of establishing these tents in and around the 28 police stations destroyed by the earthquake. 

3. The work UNFPA had been doing with 12 police stations around the country to experiment with separate areas for women to enter to pursue cases against male aggressors has been set back. Still, UNFPA have yet to see an increase in demand for the post-rape health kits that it has been distributing to hospitals, clinics, and other health organizations.

4. UNFPA’s GBV program has begun discussions with 5 Port-au-Prince hospitals to replenish their supply of post-rape kits. Doctors Without Borders on Feb. 10 have called to order kits for Grand Goave. Haitian women are more at risk today than ever before. In camp Jean-Marie Vincent, which is near the airport, the police registered 3 rape cases in the first week of February.

5. The national police for the West department asked UNFPA GBV to supply a referral form to supply women and girls with guidance of where to go to address their health issues after they report a rape. GBV will supply the form in the coming week.

On Data Collection:

· Collecting reliable data as soon as possible after a crisis is critical to the success of any recovery plan. UNFPA is playing a critical role in the inter-agency rapid assessments currently being conducted in Port au Prince. We have provided baseline data, mobilized 100 students from a local university to be surveyors and will be heavily involved in the analysis of data.  The report will be ready soon.

Secondary Messages:

· UNFPA has received commitments from Canada, Denmark, Brazil, Spain and Norway and the United States. Discussions are underway with other donor countries.  

Dominican Republic
Towns on the border with Haiti such as Jimani, have received thousands of Haitians in need of medical attention. The hospital and clinics in these areas have been stretched by the increased demand and have requested UNFPA to assist with reproductive and other health needs. For this purpose, UNFPA has donated emergency RH and hygiene kits, as well as mattresses, bedding and other equipment. UNFPA has also provided equipment and medical supplies to set up two additional medical facilities with 20 providers each.  

In Jimani, an office/accommodation space has been rented and new staff now permanently stationed there. Jimani will act as the transit point for all supplies that are destined for Haiti. To this end, UNFPA has rented warehouse space in both Santo Domingo and Jimani, where RH kits and other supplies are being stored for distribution into Haiti and the border area. UNFPA is also mobilizing youth volunteers to provide additional support to young people and their families affected by the earthquake.

