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Weekly Update of UNFPA’s Activities in Haiti and the Dominican Republic

There are approximately 63,000 currently pregnant women in Port-au-Prince, 7,000 who will deliver in the coming month. Further, nearly 10,000 of these women will likely require care for life threatening pregnancy complications, which will also but their newborns at risk.  In addition to health risks, women and girls in the impacted now face a greater risk of sexual violence and exploitation. In the aftermath of the earthquake, UNFPA is focusing on addressing the specific health and protection needs of women and girls.
OUR ROLE IN HUMANITARIAN OPERATIONS 
UNFPA’s main responsibilities fall within 3 areas:

1) Within the Health Cluster, UNFPA coordinates reproductive health (RH) activities; 2) Within the Protection Cluster, UNFPA coordinates Gender-Based Violence (GBV) interventions and 3) Within the Early Recovery cluster, UNFPA is the focal point for Gender issues and gender mainstreaming. 
In addition to the UNFPA’s country office staff, a Humanitarian Adviser, senior RH Specialist, a Logistician and a GBV Coordinator have been posted in Port-au-Prince. 
OUR WORK IN THE CURRENT HAITI SITUATION 

HAITI

UNFPA is working with partners to distribute the emergency reproductive health kits that were in storage in Port-au-Prince and those that have been delivered into Port-au-Prince since the earthquake. The kits include equipment, supplies and medicines for safe deliveries, including for emergency interventions, such as caesarean operations and blood transfusions. UNFPA is also helping to safeguard the personal hygiene and health of women and girls by providing dignity kits with include items such as sanitary napkins, anti-bacterial soap, underwear, towels and washing supplies. 
UNFPA is working closely with the Ministry of Health and with UN and NGO partners to establish and provide supplies to mobile clinics and existing hospitals and health facilities, which can treat reproductive and other health issues, as well as provide psychosocial support.   

UNFPA’s Gender Advisor is now coordinating with the nutrition and water and sanitation clusters to make sure that the special needs of women are addressed. For example, UNFPA is working closely with WFP, MINUSTA and local NGOs, to make sure that when food distributions take place, women have access and that latrines are set up in well lit and safe locations.
UNFPA is leading a rapid assessment of the obstetrics capacity in all the hospitals in PAP. 

UNFPA is playing a critical role in the inter-agency rapid assessments currently being conducted in Port au Prince and other earthquake affected areas, by providing baseline data, mobilizing surveyors and doing analysis.  Preliminary data is starting to provide an overview of the situation around health, nutrition, shelter, water and sanitation and safety, which will guide the response moving forward.  
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

Towns on the border with Haiti such as Jimani, have received thousands of Haitians in need of medical attention. The hospital and clinics in these areas have been stretched by the increased demand and have requested UNFPA to assist with reproductive and other health needs. For this purpose, UNFPA has donated emergency RH and hygiene kits, as well as mattresses, bedding and other equipment. UNFPA has also provided a national NGO, La Colective Mujer Y Salud, equipment and medical supplies to set up two additional medical facilities with 20 providers each.  
UNFPA has now established an important presence in Jimani. An office/accommodation space has been rented and staff  now permanently stationed there.  Jimani will act as the transit point for all supplies that are destined for Haiti. To this end, UNFPA has rented warehouse space in both Santo Domingo and Jimani, where RH kits and other supplies are being stored for distribution into Haiti and the border area. UNFPA is also mobilizing youth volunteers to provide additional support to young people and their families affected by the earthquake.
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________UNFPA, the United Nations Population Fund, is an international development agency that promotes the right of every woman, man and child to enjoy a life of health and equal opportunity. UNFPA supports countries in using population data for policies and programmes to reduce poverty and to ensure that every pregnancy is wanted, every birth is safe, every young person is free of HIV/AIDS, and every girl and woman is treated with dignity and respect

