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I am pleased to be invited to preside over the opening ceremony of the 2006 International Parliamentarians’ Conference on the Implementation of the ICPD Programme of Action. In this regard, I would like to convey my appreciation too all of you who take part in this important event.

Previous conferences have brought to life collective agreements aimed at furthering sustainable development in the realms of economic growth, social processes, environmental protection, and the roles of parliamentarians in each country in the capacity of a bridge between citizens and government in reinforcing such policies in order to achieve the Millennium Development Goals. Development work is a difficult task and it would take a great amount of time in order that success is accomplished. Therefore, those who work in the field of development must hold dear perseverance, virtues, and honesty.  In order to gain trust from other people, those who work in the field of development must be ready to cooperate with others and, importantly, they must have sufficient information to work in an effective manner. I hope that all of you would cooperate with one another in political, economic, and social aspects as well as would be determined to assure that development is sustainable and natural resources would be protected for the benefit of posterity.

Now, I would like to declare the 2006 International Parliamentarians’ Conference of the Implementation of the ICPD Programme of Action open. I wish this conference every success in all deliberations and wish all of you happiness. Also, I wish all the peoples and countries represented here prosperity forever.        

