II Regional Conference of Medical Parliamentarians from Latin American and the Caribbean

“Health:  Key to Reach Equity”

November 28 and 29, 2005, Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia


Latin American Medical Parliamentarians, meeting in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, and considering the important contributions made on the central issue of the conference, resolve to sign the following:

Declaration:

· We recognize that defending the right to health is fundamental in achieving equity in general and that sexual and reproductive health, inter-culturality and gender equity represent fundamental elements of that right, which, in turn, is an integral part of human rights.

· We reiterate the urgency of strengthening strategic alliances between parliaments, governments, international cooperation agencies and civil society to comply with internationally agreements, including the Millennium Development Goals, as an express decision to promote integrated human and social development based on reducing inequities.
· We recognize that meeting the Millennium Development Goals is part of an indivisible platform within which the implementation of sexual and reproductive health programs is crucial and essential in minimizing and decreasing poverty levels and extreme poverty.

· We recognize that political and economic structural factors remain in the Latin American and Caribbean region, associated with power and educational imbalances and archaic fundamentalist criteria that maintain and aggravate the disparities that hinder the development of individuals, especially women, adolescents and groups that are vulnerable due to their ethnic origin.
· We reiterate our commitment to legislating and overseeing health and education programs and policies, which prioritize health and sex education, in order to strengthen them and make them accessible and guarantee the effective protection and development of girls, boys and adolescents.
· We believe it is necessary to propose legislation to extend coverage of services and implement preventive mechanisms to reduce infant and child mortality, as well as mortality and morbidity among women caused by pregnancy-related complications, in particular among the most socially disadvantaged groups.

· We urge health authorities to promote mechanisms that facilitate access to medicines, taking into account the different existing methods (through collective buying, producing or purchasing quality generic medicines, etc.) to overcome economic barriers that currently impede various sectors of the population in Latin America and the Caribbean from benefiting from them, and therefore from getting access to scientific and technological advances.
· We urge international organizations that support policies for improving living conditions and complying with human rights to cooperate with Latin American countries in developing mass information campaigns to prevent HIV/AIDS and to achieve universal access to antiretrovirals in all countries in the region.
· We reaffirm the recommendations made at international meetings, regional conferences and international law instruments that address combating the scourge of racism, discrimination and xenophobia, which negatively affects indigenous peoples, communities of African descent and migrants, in order to add greater equity to the implementation process of the Millennium Development Goals.
· We urge parliamentarians and legislative assemblies throughout Latin America to legislate in favor of creating national institutes of inter-cultural medicine to help systematize, give value to and protect ancestral knowledge and biodiversity.

· We warn the governments of the region that the high rates of basic unmet needs among low income populations will not be reduced by the continued implementation of economic formulas that prioritize fiscal adjustment measures or monetary stability to the detriment of State policies that promote social and human development.
· We express our firm intention to ensure that during the negotiations of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and/or Area of Free Commerce of the Americas (ALCA), the commercialization and use of generic and essential medicines or antiretrovirals are not adversely affected, given their importance in treating illnesses at reduced cost.
November 29, 2005

Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia
{signed}
Dr. Joquín Monasterio

Regional Vicepresident


{signed}
{signed}


Dr. José Javier Osorio
Dr. Kyra de la Rosa

NAFTA Representative

Central American Representative
{signed}
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Dr. Miguel López Moreno

Dr. Ignacio Mendoza Unzaín

Andean Group Representative

MERCOSUR Representative
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