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Statement of Commitment

Asian Parliamentarians Meeting on ICPD Implementation

The Asian Parliamentarians meeting on ICPD Implementation was held at the UN Centre Bangkok, Thailand on 12-13 December 2002 and was attended by 91 Parliamentarians from 30 countries.

The parliamentarians at the end of the meeting approved the following:

Preamble

Since its establishment in 1981, the Asian Forum has dedicated itself to raising awareness of and advocating for population and development issues among elected representatives.

The population of the Asia-Pacific and Central Asian regions stood at 3.52 billion in 1995. In spite of the fact that population growth is slowing down in countries, the regions’ population will, in general, continue to increase. It is projected to increase to 4.58 billion by the year 2020; this is equivalent to an increase of over 1 billion or 30 percent over twenty-five years. Moreover, with the acceleration of urbanisation, ageing, and the spread of the HIV/AIDS epidemic, population growth has brought about numerous new challenges in addition to its pressure on resources and ecology.

We, the parliamentarians from Asia, including the Pacific and Central Asian regions, reaffirm our commitment to the Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and Development, and commit ourselves to action to advance its implementation.

We recognise the unique needs of the small island states of the Pacific.

We affirm our commitment to sustainable development including economic growth, social progress, and environmental protection, which are inextricably linked with population growth.

We recognise that as parliamentarians we have a crucial role, both individually and collectively as the link between people and the government  - as advocates for the rights and needs of people, as legislators to make laws to protect these rights, and as policy-makers to mobilise resources, involve civil society and create the enabling environment necessary to address these needs.

We believe that population, as a cross-cutting issue, affects all other development issues and is, therefore, indispensable to achieving the Millennium Development Goals, in particular those aimed at eradicating poverty and hunger; improving maternal health including efforts to combat unsafe abortion and promote sexual and reproductive health and rights; combating HIV/AIDS; providing universal primary education; and promoting gender equality and women’s empowerment.

Call to action

We, parliamentarians from the Asia-Pacific and Central Asian regions:

Urge all parliaments to continuously formulate and improve laws and regulations to stabilise population growth, in order to achieve environmental protection, resource management, and disaster reduction and prevention.

Urge all governments to implement the ICPD PoA, as affirmed in Cairo and reaffirmed in Bali, with renewed vigour, as population planning is the base for future development strategies. Involvement of civil society must be encouraged and development strategies must emphasise the inter-relations between population, natural resources, especially water, air, food, and poverty.

Urge governments to attain 5 to 10 percent of national development budgets for population and reproductive health programmes and urge all parliaments to review their national budgets to ensure that adequate resources are being devoted to reach the goals of the ICPD PoA.

Work with parliamentarians from developed countries to fulfil the agreed target of 0.7 percent of GNP for overall, official development assistance, (ODA) and make every effort to mobilise the agreed, estimated financial resources needed to implement the ICPD PoA.

Give high priority to achieving universal access to sexual and reproductive health services in national health and poverty reduction frameworks, both in terms of budget allocations and in terms of programme activities.

Enact, publicize and enforce laws and policies that promote and protect the human rights, including the reproductive and health rights, of the girl child and young women, to ensure women’s equal access to and full participation in decision making at all levels, and eliminate all forms of violence, coercion, trafficking in women and children and discrimination against women.

Urge all governments to ensure international agreements and conventions, particularly those on environmental issues, are fully consistent with food and water security, and that population factors are taken into full consideration in the implementation of those international agreements, conventions, and relevant national strategies.

Call upon the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, (ESCAP), to continue to accord high priority to population and development, including reproductive health, in its efforts to assist member countries to formulate, implement, and monitor their population programmes.

Recognising the gravity of the HIV/AIDS situation, efforts to ensure effective national policies and action plans, HIV/AIDS legislation, preventative strategies as well as treatment and care for people living with HIV must be increased. It is time to scale up pilot programmes, which have proven their worth into the implementation of comprehensive national action strategies. Special emphasis must be given to programmes for young people on HIV/AIDS prevention.

Ensure the realisation of all the rights of women as the elimination of violence against women is fundamental to the achievement of women’s human rights and until this is addressed, sustainable and equitable national and regional development cannot be achieved.

Formulate and implement policies that ensure the experience and expertise of the elderly are properly utilised and that their needs and rights are respected.

Pledge

We, parliamentarians from the Asia-Pacific and Central Asian regions, pledge as legislators and policy-makers to carry out these actions with our governments and NGOs, monitor the programmes, and organise constituency level support for the speedy implementation of the ICPD PoA.

We also pledge to work with our governments to raise resources to meet implementation needs.

We further pledge to counter with all possible vigour any move by any country to dilute the population agenda as we firmly believe that development and poverty eradication are impossible without adequate population, reproductive health and development planning.

The following additional text was also adopted by the participants in the context of the proceedings of the 5th Asian-Pacific Population Conference.
We, therefore, would like to express our dismay and disappointment with the recent standpoint taken by the United States with regards to the ICPD.
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